Ecuador Mission History
2000:  September of 2000, several people from the Niceville congregation visited their missionary of 31 years, Enrique Romero, in Quito, Ecuador.  They realized that a more dedicated effort was needed to help some 28 congregations that had been established across the country.  Plans to grow the U.S. commitment were formed.
2001: Ricardo Morales (Ft Walton Beach member) joins Niceville congregation as team translator.  Three church building projects completed, conducted first youth camp with 130 in attendance.
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2002: Niceville and Fort Walton Beach joined together to conduct a mission effort.  Three churches were visited and a youth camp was conducted with 156 in attendance.  The week following the camp, Hipatia Egas was baptized by Enrique Romero.  This young woman indicated she was not very close to God before the camp, but the experience opened her heart to God.
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2003: Niceville and Fort Walton Beach continued joint efforts.  We began a process to teach Ecuadorian churches how to conduct a camp activity on their own.  Seven Ecuadorians formally joined the U.S. team and conducted a youth camp with 156 in attendance and 19 souls were added during camp week.  Three team members stayed an additional week and visited 7 congregations to assess needs. In the weeks following our trip, we learned of at least 25 additional baptisms attributed to the camp.
[image: image3.emf]2004: Joint Niceville/Ft Walton Beach expanded the mission trip to conduct a one week campaign and a one week youth camp.  Campaign location selected was Esmeraldas where eldership difficulties had scattered the church.   The campaign effort included door-to-door Bible studies and worship services each evening.  In the week there 7 members were restored, 13 were baptized, and very critical men’s meeting of Biblical teaching on church leadership was conducted.  The camp effort was also successful with 173 campers in attendance, another 46 staff, with 4 classes being taught by the Ecuadorian staff.  Their experience and confidence grew tremendously as more responsibility was shared. Camp resulted in 16 baptisms.
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2005:  Fort Walton Beach (FWB) took the lead for the mission trip, with a two week effort similar to 2004.  An additional 4 members restored, 7 new baptisms, more men’s training and meetings conducted, also conducted a women’s class.  The team spent extensive time meeting with previous members and continued door to door Bible study efforts, culminating each day with an evening worship service.  The youth camp also continued to grow and flourish with 177 campers and 31 staff.  The U.S. team continued to train Ecuadorians to take on more responsibility for activities across the camp (devos, worship, classes and workshops).   The harvest at Camp was bountiful and resulted in 21 Souls added to the Lord’s Church!
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2006: FWB continued two week effort (campaign and camp) with a couple of team members from Niceville.  Efforts in Esmeraldas focused this year on maturing faith, door to door Bible studies continued and each evening we worshipped together.  In all, 2 members were restored, 4 were baptized, 4 men’s leadership training classes were taught, and an education workshop was conducted.  We also held a ladies class and visited shut-ins.  The Lord’s harvest continued at Camp, 14 Souls were added to His Body! 174 campers attended, 210 in total with the staff.  We also took additional supplies that were provided to 18 congregations to continue the Lord’s work across Ecuador.  Over 650 Bibles, clothing, shoes, puppets, eye glasses, over 100 pounds of toiletries (Soap, Shampoo, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, etc.), and Bible class materials for children’s classes.
[image: image6.emf]2007: FWB changed the effort to a 10 day trip focused more on Operation Ecuador facility projects at Camp Bellevue and the youth camp.  We spent three days working on building project work and then conducted the camp for 200.  The Lord’s harvest continued at Camp, we had 21 Souls added to the Lords Body by the power of God! We were able to distribute materials to 20 congregations (600 Bibles, clothing, shoes, puppets, eye glasses, over 100 pounds of toiletries and Bible class materials for children’s classes). Niceville retired their missionary after 38 years of work in Ecuador.
[image: image7.emf]2008: FWB continued the 10-day format, conducted two days of facility projects, conducted a one-evening outreach with the local Cayambe congregation, conducted a one day workshop to train the 18 Ecuadorian staff for camp/campaign work.  Another key change was a curriculum modification to more interactive material.  The youth embraced the new material.  With over 161 in attendance, approximately 41% of those already baptized, 39 new baptisms took place at the camp, and 2 more baptisms on Sunday following camp at the Quito South congregation.  Another new item this year is a 40-day study book for new Christians was sent home with each new Christian, with letters to each Church announcing the great news!
[image: image8.emf]2009: We had an amazing camp again, jointly teaming with Ft Walton and Niceville, and supplementing our team with a family from Montgomery, Alabama!  Our camp saw 21 new souls added to the Lord’s body.  We also sent Lads to Leaders materials home with each congregation to challenge the youth to continue their studies.  We are investing in these youth as the leaders in the churches of Christ in Ecuador.
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10 Years of Mission Work; 203 Baptisms, 13 restorations, Praise God!
2010:  Our goal is to reach 200 youth in a camp forum and conduct at least one out-reach activity with a local congregation, all to bring glory to our Lord Jesus Christ.

