AT FORT WALTOMN BEACH

You Are a Saint!

| have heard people say many times: “I'm no saint.” But if we are
Christians, this just isn’'t true! The word “saint” is applied to all true Chris-
tians. Itis not granted on the basis of performance but on the basis of for-
giveness.

In the New Testament, the Greek word hagios, when used as a
noun, is applied to members of the church. All believers were called saints
even when they were dubiously holy. The word often refers to groups of
Christians rather than to individuals (see Acts 9:13; 9:32; 26:10; Romans
8:27 etc.) but also can refer to a single person (Phil. 4:21).

Originally the word denoted someone or something that was set
aside for the exclusive ownership and use of God. | think we have lost that
definition today. Hopefully you can see how all Christians have been set
aside as servants of God. We no longer serve sin or self. We serve the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

When people reject the term “saint”, they normally are rejecting the
idea that they are somehow better or more notably pious or pure that other
people. But the Bible is not emphasizing our piety as much as it is remind-
ing us of our commitments. Remembering that we are saints reminds us
that God expects us to be working for Him.

In the area of sexual morality this understanding can be very help-
ful. While those in the world are proud that they are not “saints”, we need
to be proud that we are! When we are teetering on the brink of some moral
surrender we need to remember God called us “saints”! In time even unbe-
lievers will look at us with different eyes and expect us to make holy
choices. Rather than pull us down into temptation, they will unwittingly be-
come our allies as they make it impossible for us to make small conces-
sions without appearing to be hypocrites.

We are saints. Now let’s live like it!
Jeff Custer
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Prayer List and Family News

Prayer

Heidi Thomas _ will be having back surgery Tuesday at the FWB Medical Center.

Georgia Gray was admitted to the hospital last week with heart problems. She is improving

and has been moved to a private room.

Tim Gray has gone to the hospital in Biloxi for medical tests and treatment.

Helen Botelho underwent heart surgery last week and everything went well. She was to be in

the hospital for several days.

Joe Ricks requests our prayers for his cousin Glenda Hodge who will be having a procedure on

her heart.

Ellie Marler asks us to pray for the Marquez family . Their 16-year old daughter has been miss-

ing for a month - please pray that she returns home safely.
Jerry Young s in Jacksonville to be evaluated for a kidney transplant.

Spencer Otto _requests our prayers for a friend of the family, Ted Estey . He is in the Crestview

hospital and has been diagnosed with cancer.

Deployed Assisted Living Continued Prayers

Michael Edwards Betty Fowler Odette Smith

Billy Lawson Jeanette Murphy Marsha Walker

Kevin Martinez Hazel Ricketts Euna Hendrickson
Sheila Zelek Margaret Doughty

Family News

9th  Daniel Stover
10th Frank Dean

5th  Ron & Regina O’'Rourke
10th Glenn & Pat Hatcher

Church Statistics

Attendance Contribution Life Groups

April 27th April 27th April 27th

Bible Class 145 Budget  $9,424 Adults 47

AM Worship 250 Gave $8,838 Children 14
. Below Total 61

PM Worship 89 for April  $4,032 )

Wednesday 105 - No Meetings

Building

Latinos 14 Fund  $213,874 Tonight

Jessie Ellis
Lisa Peterson
Geraldine Almond




